THE YEAR BEFORE

THE END

FORTY YEARS AGO HUMANITY FOUND OUT WE WERE NOT ALONE.
THE CENTAURI OFFERED US THE GALAXY.

WITH ONE YEAR TO GO BEFORE THE GATE IS READY, CAPTAIN ZARA ORTEGA
LEARNS OF A CONSPIRACY BETWEEN MARS SEPARATISTS AND THE CENTAURI
TO SPLIT THE SOLAR SYSTEM BETWEEN THEM. THE CREW OF THE SHIP BLACK
RAIN GOES ON A DARING RAID FROM ONE OF THE MOST WELL-GUARDED
STATIONS IN THE SYSTEM TO UNCOVER THE TRUTH, BUT AN ATTACK ON THEIR
SHIP RAISES MORE QUESTIONS.

A MEETING WITH THEIR CONTACT NEAR MARS GOES BADLY WRONG AND LEADS
THEM INTO A CHASE THROUGH THE ASTEROID BELT IN A DESPERATE BID FOR
SURVIVAL.

DECEIT AND BETRAYAL HAVE PUT NOT JUST THEIR LIVES ON THE LINE, BUT THE
FUTURE OF HUMANITY.

VIDAR HOKSTAD GREW UP IN OSLO, NORWAY.
HE HAS BEEN WRITING FOR HIMSELF MOST OF
HIS LIFE, BUT FOCUSED ON A CAREER IN
TECHNOLOGY. THE YEAR BEFORE THE END IS
HIS FIRST PUBLISHED NOVEL. HE LIVES IN
LONDON WITH HIS SON.
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